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We have the honour of asking you to transmit for tabling in the 
House of Commons and the Senate the Fifth Annual Report on Commercial 
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It is submitted to Parliament in conformity with the provisions of 


Section 35 of the Motor Vehicle Transport Act, 1987. 
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
SAFETY IN CANADA 


Executive Summary 


Section 35 of the Motor Vehicle Transport Act 
(MVTA) 1987, requires the federal Minister 
of Transport to table a report before each 
House of Parliament on: 


1) the progress of the implementation of the 
rules and standards respecting the safe 
operation of extra-provincial truck and bus 
undertakings; and 


2) the available statistical information respect- 
ing trends of highway collisions in Canada, 
involving motor vehicles operated by extra- 
provincial truck and bus undertakings. 


Although the requirement is to focus on extra- 
provincial truck and bus undertakings, it is 
impractical to differentiate between extra- 
provincial and intra-provincial truck and bus 
undertakings when reporting on the imple- 
mentation of the various safety standards, 
since these standards apply equally to both. 
The status on the implementation of the 
standards, therefore, is presented for both 
extra-provincial and intra-provincial opera- 
tions collectively. Similarly, collision data is 
reported for commercial vehicles (extra- 
provincial and intra-provincial truck and bus 
undertakings) as well as for non-commercial 
vehicles for comparison purposes. Throughout 
this report, the term “commercial vehicle” 


refers to a truck with a registered gross vehicle 
weight exceeding 4,538 kg or a bus with a 
designated seating capacity greater than 10, 
including the driver. 


This report is the fifth to be tabled in 
Parliament. The first report provided a histo- 
rical account of the regulatory reform pro- 
cess leading to the passage of the MVTA, 
1987. It also provided trends in highway 
safety statistics up to 1987. The second 
report gave a more detailed account of prog- 
ress in implementing the various National 
Safety Code (NSC) standards and presented 
a collation of collision statistics for 1986 to 
1988. The third report again provided a NSC 
implementation status with more emphasis 
on the enforcement component in imple- 
menting the NSC. Highway safety statistics 
for the five year period, 1986 to 1990, were 
included. The fourth report described the 
progress in implementing the NSC stan- 
dards using information from two surveys 
conducted in 1993. 


This report describes the progress in imple- 
menting the NSC standards using informa- 
tion from a survey conducted in early 1997, 
and provides a depiction of the status of 
NSC implementation as of January 1997. 
Part 2 on commercial vehicle collisions 
includes a review of available data on colli- 
sions involving commercial vehicles for the 
period 1991 to 1995. 


Enh 
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PART 1: 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
NATIONAL SAFETY CODE 


The National Safety 
Code 


The Motor Vehicle Transport Act (MVTA) 1987, 
which came into force on January 1, 1988, 
effectively deregulated control of entry to the 
motor carrier industry based on economic 
criteria. Since then carriers no longer have to 
prove public necessity; operating authorities 
are granted if applicants meet safety fitness 


and insurance criteria and provided that there ~ 


are no valid objections to the issuance of an 
authority to operate. 


The transition to economic deregulation was 
accompanied by concerns from industry and 
government that increased participation in 
the trucking industry had potential to degrade 
safety levels of motor carriers operating on 
the nation’s highways. In this regard, Senate 
approval of the MVTA was conditional upon 
implementation of a National Safety Code 
(NSC) by the federal government, in coopera- 
tion with provincial and territorial jurisdictions. 


In 1987, the Council of Ministers Responsible 
for Transportation and Highway Safety signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding to develop 
and implement the NSC. The objective of the 
initiative was to establish uniform national 
safety standards for commercial vehicles 
which promote improved safety and efficiency 
within the motor carrier industry. 


The foundation for the National Safety Code 
was a consolidation of the existing provincial/ 
territorial legislation and regulations. To this 
initial framework, new standards and criteria 
were added to extend safety regulation into 
areas not previously addressed. The transi- 
tion from the individual provincial/territorial 
safety standards regimes to a common set 
of national standards required significantly 
more work in some jurisdictions than in others. 
Even for jurisdictions which were further along 
in the development of safety regulation, leg- 
islation had to be revised to accommodate 
the national norms which were embodied in 
the NSC. 


In the first few years, jurisdictions concen- 
trated their efforts on implementing the 
important new safety initiatives [Carrier/Driver 
Profiles, Hours of Service Regulations, 
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) 
On-Road Inspections, etc.]. Jurisdictions 
used federal funds to hire staff, acquire equip- 
ment and materials, and develop systems to 
further the development and implementation 
of the NSC standards. 


In recent years, efforts have been directed 
toward completing, and improving the consis- 
tency of, implementation of the NSC provi- 
sions, and establishing administrative systems 
for monitoring performance and exchanging 
information between jurisdictions. 


Fifth Annual Report to Parliament : hi 


The NSC Standards 


The National Safety Code has no legal status 
itself, but the standards comprising the Code 
serve as models for legislative, regulatory or 
administrative action by each jurisdiction. A 
brief description of each standard is provided 
in Figure 1. 


NSC Standards / 


\ figure 1 
1. SINGLE DRIVER LICENCE CONCEPT Establishes administrative procedures for 
ensuring a driver does not hold more than 
one valid driver's licence. 
2. KNOWLEDGE AND PERFORMANCE Establishes principles for testing (written, 
TESTS oral, road tests) a drivers knowledge of 


the vehicle, road rules and traffic laws. 


3. DRIVER EXAMINER TRAINING PROGRAM Establishes a standard training course for 
driver examiners to ensure driver testing is 
conducted in a consistent manner through- 
out Canada. 


4. CLASSIFIED DRIVER LICENCING SYSTEM Establishes seven distinct classes of dri- 
ver’s licence, each designating a certain 
type of vehicle that can be operated in 
accordance with the degree of capability 
necessary for its operation. 


5. SELF-CERTIFICATION STANDARDS AND _ Establishes criteria to certify carriers and 
PROCEDURES FOR DRIVERS schools to train and test commercial vehicle 
drivers and to issue an appropriate class 
of licence. 


6. MEDICAL STANDARDS FOR DRIVERS Establishes the minimum medical require- 
ments for each class of driver's licence and 
the requirements for periodic re-examination. 
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7. CARRIER AND DRIVER PROFILES Establishes information requirements to 
control and monitor carrier and driver per- 
formance applying appropriate action in 
the event of unsatisfactory behaviour. 


mr 


8. SHORT-TERM SUSPENSION Establishes criteria to suspend a drivers 
licence for up to 24 hours where the drivers 
ability to operate a motor vehicle is impaired 
by alcohol, fatigue or drugs. 


PR Be so eh Se FI nt Oe DENT ne Res tee = os PER SPORTS 
9. HOURS OF SERVICE Establishes daily and weekly limits on the 
number of hours driving/on-duty allowed 
by operators of commercial vehicles. 


ro SSE 


10. SECURITY OF LOADS Establishes restraint criteria to ensure loads 
| are properly bound, covered or secured. 


me 

11. COMMERCIAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE _ Establishes minimum standards for a com- 
mercial vehicle maintenance program and 
minimum standards to which a vehicle will 
be inspected at a scheduled frequency. 


Rs 2S eS Se 
12.CVSA ON-ROAD INSPECTIONS Establishes minimum criteria for on-highway 
inspections of commercial vehicles. 


ee ee ee 

13. DAILY TRIP INSPECTION REPORTS Requires drivers to inspect a vehicle for 
mechanical fitness before each trip and 
note the results in a report; carriers are 
required to repair vehicle defects; the next 
driver must carry a copy of the previous trip 
inspection report in the cab of the truck. 


I 
14. COMPLIANCE REVIEWS — SAFETY Requires every commercial fleet to have 
RATINGS a Safety Fitness Certificate and a 


performance-based safety rating issued 
by the base plating jurisdiction. 


15. FACILITY AUDITS Establishes the carrier's record keeping 
requirements to enable auditors to examine 
records at the carrier’s terminal. The audit 
is an in-depth review of a carrier’s activities 
relative to the applicable safety standards. 


16.FIRST AID TRAINING Establishes voluntary standard for drivers 
to complete a first-aid course. This has not 
been adopted as a regulated standard in 
any jurisdiction. 
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NSC Implementation 


Information on the status of implementation 
of National Safety Code standards was pro- 
vided by representatives of each of the provin- 
cial and territorial governments in response 
to a request from Transport Canada. In sup- 
port of this request, each jurisdiction was 
asked to review and update the information 
contained in the Fourth Annual Report to 
Parliament on Commercial Vehicle Safety 
in Canada. 


The information in the sections which follow 
is based on responses received from, and 
information provided by, the provincial and 
territorial governments. 


The extent to which the National Safety Code 
has been implemented has proven to be 
rather difficult to depict in a simplified form. 
Previous reports to Parliament have attempted 
to display the level of implementation in 
“binary” form, whereby a standard is only 
considered to have been implemented when 
provincial/territorial requirements are identi- 
cal to those in the National Safety Code. How- 
ever, there are many cases where provincial/ 
territorial requirements differ only slightly 
from NSC provisions, often on matters which 
do not materially detract from the principles 
of the NSC or affect compatibility with neigh- 
bouring jurisdictions. 


In this context, it is clear that considerable 
progress has been made over the past ten 
years towards achieving the objectives of the 


‘National Safety Code. The provincial and ter- 


ritorial requirements in the areas of commer- 
cial driver and vehicle licensing, vehicle 
inspection, and motor carrier operating, report- 
ing and auditing requirements have become 
much more compatible, and in some cases 
are now virtually uniform. This progress 
would not have been achieved without the 
introduction of the NSC, and the focused dia- 
logue between jurisdictions which has accom- 
panied its implementation. 


It is also evident that the pursuit of improved 
highway safety and greater regulatory com- 
patibility requires that the provisions of the 
National Safety Code remain open to review 
and updating. As examples, operational expe- 
rience, coupled with the results of research, 
have precipitated reviews of the NSC stan- 
dards for Hours of Service and Security 
of Loads. In addition, work continues in 
implementing the new NSC standard for 
Compliance Reviews — Safety Ratings. 


In simplified form, based on the information 
provided by the provinces and territories, the 
extent to which each of the standards of the 
National Safety Code have been imple- 
mented is depicted in Figure 2 which follows. 
It should be noted that judgement has been 
applied to distinguish between instances 
where provincial/territorial requirements con- 
stitute only minor deviations from the NSC 
standard and those where significant devia- 
tions exist. 
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NSC Implementation , 


By Jurisdiction 


\ figure 2 


Monitoring Standards 


EAE 


Standard Name 


Facility 

- Audits 
Driver and 
Carrier Profiles 
Daily Trip 
Inspection Reports 


Hours of 
Service 


Commercial Vehicle 
Maintenance 

CVSA On-Road 
Inspections 
Security of 

Loads 


Compliance Reviews 
— Safety Ratings 


Administrative Standards 


Self-Certification 
for Drivers 


Single Driver Licence 
Concept 


Classified Driver 
Licencing System 


Medical Standards 
for Drivers 
Knowledge! 
Performance Tests 
Driver Examiner 
Training Program 
Short-term 
Suspension 


First Aid Training 
(voluntary) 


P[Notimplemented 
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Deviations from the 
NSC Standards 
(as of January 1, 1997) 


1. Single Driver Licence Concept 


British Columbia and Ontario do not 
request or update the driving records 
of out-of-province applicants. 

Québec does not update the driving 
records of out-of-province applicants, 
except for those from jurisdictions 
which have reciprocal agreements 
with Québec. 


Knowledge and Performance Tests 


British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario 
and Québec do not require a pre-test 
interview for road test re-examinations. 
Alberta, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
Island, Newfoundland, Yukon and 
Northwest Territories do not certify 
interpreters for tests. 

Saskatchewan, Ontario, Québec, and 
Nova Scotia do not include all signs 
in the road sign test section. 

Ontario, Québec and Yukon do not 
include all NSC elements in the pre- 
road test of vehicles. 

Northwest Territories has not imple- 
mented re-examination and driver 
improvement road test interviews. 


3. Driver Examiner Training Program 
+ Ontario and Northwest Territories 
courses do not include the full range 
of topics prescribed in the standard. 
+ Northwest Territories has not imple- 
mented the standard. 


4. Classified Driver Licencing System 

+ Alberta, Manitoba, Prince Edward 
Island, Yukon and Northwest Territo- 
‘ries do not issue endorsements for 
gooseneck trailers. 

e Ontario, Northwest Territories, Québec 
and New Brunswick do not issue 
endorsements for towing trailers in 

_ excess of 4,600 kg. 

+ Manitoba deviates from the Class 5 
specifications (maximum towed vehicle 
weight is 4,540 kg; Class 5 driver can- 
not operate ambulance or taxi). 

¢ Ontario Class 1 or A designation does 
not permit the operation of buses. 

* Nova Scotia deviates from the age limit 
specifications for some licence classes. 

e Ontario and Québec Class 1-5 licences 
are not endorsed for the operation of 
vehicles equipped with air brakes. 

e Manitoba and Prince Edward Island 
do not restrict the weight of a towed 
vehicle for Class 3 licences. 

¢ British Columbia has not implemented 
all provisions of the NSC standard. 
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5. Self-certification Standards and Ti 


Procedures for Drivers 

e Ontario and Québec training programs 
and trainer certification processes differ 
from the standard. Québec's program 
exceeds the standard. 

° Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, 
Yukon and Northwest Territories will 
not implement standard due to their 
small carrier size. 

° New Brunswick has not implemented 
the standard. 


6. Medical Standards for Drivers 
e British Columbia, Alberta and Prince 
Edward Island deviate from the stan- 


dard in one or two specific medical 8. 


conditions or contain slight variations 
in the administrative review process. 

+ Saskatchewan Class 5 and restricted 
Class 1 licences can be issued to 
monocular drivers; a few other sec- 
tions of the standard have not been 


implemented. 9. 


¢ Manitoba, Ontario, Québec and Nova 
Scotia have not implemented various 
sections of the standard. 

+ Yukon has not implemented the 
standard. 

¢ Northwest Territories has not imple- 
mented the standard; legislation is 
pending. 
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Carrier and Driver Profiles 


Saskatchewan, Ontario and Prince 
Edward Island have not implemented 
or incorporated all sections of the 
standard, in particular, accident infor- 
mation, out-of-service information and 
carrier control activity. 

Alberta has not implemented or incor- 
porated all sections of the standard, in 
particular, accident information. 

Nova Scotia awaiting regulation approval 
to permit carrier control activities. 
British Columbia does not include 
accident reports on the carrier profiles 
at this time. 


Short-Term Suspension 


Saskatchewan, Ontario and New 
Brunswick have not implemented 
all elements of the standard. 

Québec and Nova Scotia have not 
implemented the standard. 


Hours of Service 


Newfoundland and Northwest Territories 
have not implemented all the definitions, 
policy applications and exemptions for 
the Hours of Service Regulations. 
Alberta and Saskatchewan have not 
implemented the weekly cap provisions; 
regulations do not apply to farmers or 
to vehicles under 18,000 kg in Alberta — 
and under 22,000 kg in Saskatchewan. 
Ontario has introduced some minor 
deviations (such as the requirement 
for bridge and toll receipts). 


10.Security of Loads 


British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Ontario, Québec and New Brunswick 
have provisions that deviate slightly 
from the standard. 

Manitoba has not implemented the 
shipper responsibility provisions of the 
standard. 

Newfoundland deviates significantly 
from the standard with respect to ship- 
per, carrier and driver responsibilities. 
Nova Scotia does not specify particle 
size for aggregate and bulk material 
transportation. 

Prince Edward Island has not imple- 
mented the standard. 


11.Commercial Vehicle Maintenance 


British Columbia applies the standard 
to vehicles greater than 8,200 kg. 
Alberta and Northwest Territories 
apply the standard to vehicles greater 
than 18,000 kg. 

Saskatchewan applies the standard to 
vehicles greater than 22,000 kg. 
Ontario and Québec have not imple- 
mented Parts 1.1 and 1.2. 

Prince Edward Island has not imple- 
mented the standard. 


12.CVSA On-Road Inspections 
Fully implemented in all jurisdictions. 


13. Daily Trip Inspection Reports 


British Columbia and Québec incorpo- 
rate minor deviations respecting exemp- 
tions offered. 

Alberta does not require the driver to 
record the vehicle inspection in written 
form; the standard does not apply to 
vehicles less than 18,000 kg. 
Saskatchewan has not implemented 
the standard. 


14.Compliance Reviews — Safety 


Ratings 


Standard being developed for imple- 
mentation in 1998. 


15. Facility Audits 


Saskatchewan introduced minor devia- 
tions in the standard. 

Alberta does not audit ail carrier 
records listed in the standard. 

Alberta does not apply the standard to 
vehicles less than 18,000 kg. 

Prince Edward Island has not imple- 
mented the standard. 


16. First Aid Training 
+ Voluntary standard. 
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Federal NSC 
Expenditures 


The agreement to develop and implement 
the National Safety Code was accompanied 
by a commitment of financial support from 
the federal government to assist in defraying 
costs associated with consistent implemen- 
tation and enforcement of the standards. 
Between 1987 and 1992, the federal govern- 
ment contributed $24 million to the provinces 
and territories for this purpose. 


Operational related NSC standards now cover 
facility audits, driver and carrier profile systems, 
daily trip inspection reports, hours of ser- 
vice, commercial vehicle maintenance and 
inspections, and load security. The Code’s 
administrative standards cover self-certifica- 
tion for drivers, single driver licence concept, 
a classified driver licensing system, medical 
standards, knowledge and performance tests, 
and a driver examiner training program. 


When the funding agreements expired on 
March 31, 1993, Transport Canada commis- 
sioned a study to evaluate federal support 
for the NSC program. Completed in July 1994, 
the study recommended continued federal 
government support of the NSC. The Minister 
of Transport subsequently announced that a 
further $20 million would be made available 
to the provinces and territories between 1995 
and 2000. 


Federal, provincial and territorial officials 
developed the terms and conditions of the 


arrangement and agreed upon the allocation 

of the funds. However, provision of federal - 
funding is subject to each province and terri- 

tory meeting performance targets and infor- 

mation requirements. | 


Enforcement of NSC 
Standards 


Enforcement of the various NSC standards 
comprises two major components — on-road 
inspections and facility audits. 


On-road enforcement involves inspection 
of commercial vehicles for mechanical safety 
following a North American standard referred 
to as the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance 
(CVSA) inspection standard. The majority of 
CVSA inspections are carried out at weigh ~ 
scale stations, although most jurisdictions also 
employ mobile inspection teams. Drivers log- 
books, daily trip inspection reports and driver 
licencing documentation are also checked. 


Facility audits involve a visit to the carrier's 


_ office to verify that appropriate record keep- 


ing systems are in place to support assess- 
ment of compliance with the NSC standards. 
The audit covers all safety policies and pro- 
cedures in use by the carrier, and consists of 
examination of records and related source 
documents, interviews with employees, and 
inspection of vehicles on site. 


Jurisdictions maintain profiles of drivers and 
carriers by recording all traffic violations, col- 
lisions, and the results of vehicle inspections * 
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and facility audits. These profiles are used to 
monitor a carriers safety performance and 
verify compliance with the NSC standards. 


Provincial and territorial authorities follow a 
similar sanction process when a carrier is 
found to be in non-compliance with the NSC 
standards. Initially, a letter is sent to the car- 
rier warning that a problem exists that must 
be rectified. If the problem persists, an inter- 
view is held with the carrier to develop an 
action plan to correct the problem. Finally, a 
show cause hearing is conducted if the car- 
rier does not improve its safety performance. 
At such hearings, the carrier is required to 
appear and provide evidence and explana- 
tion of why its authority to operate should not 
be suspended or cancelled. (Note: Imple- 


mentation varies as indicated in Figure 2.) 


A range of sanctions can be employed when 
non-compliance is detected, depending upon 
the nature of the violation: 


e drivers and carriers can be fined; 

+ drivers licences can be suspended; 

e drivers and/or vehicles can be placed out 
of service; 

* a carriers authority to operate can be 
suspended or cancelled. 


Jurisdictions also exchange information to 
ensure that driver and carrier files are com- 
plete and current. 


The following summarizes enforcement activi- 
ties as reported by each jurisdiction. 


British Columbia 

British Columbia has a well-established car- 
rier profile system which serves as a man- 
agement tool for both provincial authorities 
and for carriers. In 1996, 22,200 driver viola- 
tions and 3,300 carrier violations were 
added to the profile system. During the year, 
15,015 commercial vehicles were inspected 
at the roadside, of which 2,766 were taken 
out of service for mechanical defects. Results 
of the roadside inspections also appear on 
the carrier profiles. 


To assist carriers in hiring drivers and moni- 
toring their performance, driver abstracts 
have been developed that identify all viola- 
tions that a driver has incurred. The abstract 
also records if the violation has occurred 
while the driver has been operating a com- 
mercial vehicle. 


There are currently 27,000 active NSC carri- 
ers operating 83,000 commercial vehicles in 
British Columbia. In 1996, 793 facility audits 
were conducted. 


A sanctioning process has been established 
to ensure that carriers which operate in con- 
tinued non-compliance are removed from 
the highway. Three carriers were involved in 
administrative hearings in 1996. As a result 
of these hearings, one carrier had its safety 
certificate cancelled and vehicle licence 
plates removed, and the other two received 
fleet limitations. 
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There are 140 Motor Vehicle Branch enforce- 
ment officers employed to enforce the NSC 
standards. An additional 5,500 police officers 
are also empowered to enforce the standards. 


Alberta 

Enforcement of National Safety Code stan- 
dards is conducted by 120 staff from Alberta 
Transportation & Utilities (AT&U) in coopera- 
tion with 135 RCMP, city police services and 
county police officers as a part of their regu- 
lar duties. AT&U’s enforcement efforts include 
a combination of education, training, carrier 
compliance management and prosecution. 
An NSC client base of approximately 22,000 
motor carriers is managed in Alberta. 


AT&U staff conduct compliance reviews, ver- 
ification audits and investigations. These 
audits/investigations are primarily conducted 
“for cause”, as a result of complaints, law 
enforcement activities and carrier profile 
identifiers. The majority of enforcement time 
spent on NSC standards relates to drivers 
hours of service, vehicle maintenance stan- 
dards, transportation of dangerous goods 
and CVSA vehicle inspections. 


Over the period 1992 to 1996, Alberta 
Transportation & Utilities: 


e conducted an average of 10,000 CVSA 
inspections per year; 

¢ completed an average of 1,000 NSC 
compliance audits per year; 

* completed an average of 1,400 general 
investigations per year; 

e identified an average of 600 unsatisfac- 
tory carriers per year (primarily as a 
result of insurance cancellations). 


In excess of 100,000 vehicles are inspected 
each year at roadside and vehicle inspection 
stations by AT&U staff. The CVSA out-of- 
service rate (defects requiring immediate 
repair) is approximately 32% of vehicles 
inspected. 


Alberta continues to work towards applica- 
tion of all NSC standards and currently is 
developing a violation threshold generator to 
work in concert with the carrier profiles. The 
province is also developing an interface 
between carrier profile, collision and viola- 
tion databases. 


Saskatchewan 

In 1996, 35 uniformed traffic officers plus 
5 investigators enforced NSC standards in 
Saskatchewan. Assistance with CVSA inspec- 
tions is also provided, on a part time basis, 
by 15 members of the RCMP and city police. 
Five safety officers are dedicated to moni- 
toring the quality of commercial vehicle inspec- 
tions done by certified inspection stations. 


The level of compliance with the CVSA 
inspection standard remains at approxi- 
mately 30%. In many cases, warnings are 
issued requiring carriers to repair vehicle 
safety defects. In 1996 approximately 18% of 
vehicles were placed out of service. 


In 1996, Saskatchewan Highways and 
Transportation, Saskatchewan Government 
Insurance and the Saskatchewan Trucking 
Association partnered in an awareness cam- 
paign called “Operation Air Brake”, which 
focused on the issue of brake adjustment in 
air brake systems. Using promotional mater- 
ial, such as key chains, and through public 
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appearances and targeted enforcement, the 
campaign sought to educate drivers, carriers 
and the public to the necessity of having air 
brake systems properly adjusted. 


Manitoba 

Manitoba's enforcement program includes a 
combination of education (press releases, 
seminars, magazine articles, counselling), 
written warnings, consent dispositions, for- 
mal proceedings before the Motor Transport 
Board, and fines. 


Enforcement encompasses both inspections 
at fixed stations and on-road surveillance. 
Although the primary responsibility of the 
Transport Compliance Section is to ensure 
vehicles adhere to proper weights and size 
restrictions, spot checks for compliance with 
operating authority and NSC standards are 
also undertaken. 


Vehicle defects detected during on-road 
CVSA inspections are required to be repaired 
within a specified time period. Vehicles with 
hazardous defects are taken out of service 
immediately and not allowed to proceed. 


In 1996, non-compliance with the insurance 
requirements under safety fitness resulted in 
short-term suspensions of 290 carriers. In 
addition, 32 carriers had their authority to 


operate revoked. 


In 1996, 42,461 vehicles were inspected, 
resulting in 4,544 prosecutions. The infrac- 
tions included: 


e 255 hours of service violations 

° 346 driver and vehicle licensing violations 

+ 2,141 faulty equipment and safety 
violations 

e 1,152 for vehicle size and weight 
violations 

e 274 over dimensional violations 

e 116 dangerous goods violations 

e 238 permit violations. 


One hundred and thirty compliance audits 
were conducted in 1996. As a result, 122 car- 
riers were dealt with through consent dispo- 
sitions which included monetary penalties 
and safety plans. In 19 cases, carriers agreed 
to regular third party audits. Two carriers 
were prosecuted through the courts, and 
6 show cause hearings before the Motor 
Transport Board were initiated. Two carrier 
audits resulted in carriers being congratu- 
lated for compliance. 


Approximately 465 partial facility audits were 
conducted at vehicle maintenance inspection 
stations; certification of 4 inspection stations 
revoked; 24 stations voluntarily surrendered 
their certification. 
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Ontario 

Trucking safety has become a major public 
issue in Ontario. The Ontario Road Safety Plan 
sets out an extensive agenda of initiatives to 
improve safety in the trucking industry. 


A number of initiatives were introduced in 
1996 which included: 


e Increased Fines: Bill 55 went into effect in 
October, 1996 increasing the fines for 
safety related offences under the Highway 
Traffic Act. Ontario now has the highest 
fines for commercial vehicle offences in 
North America. 

e Wheel Installer Training: People who install 
wheels on commercial vehicles are now 
required to be trained and certified. On 
November 1, 1996 a regulation was intro- 
duced pertaining to the removal and/or 
replacement of wheels on vehicles in 
excess of 9,000 kg. 

+ Air Brake Training: As of November 1, 1996, 
all individuals who wish to adjust air brakes 
must be trained and certified to do so. 

+ Axle Weight Limit Enforcement: On July 22, 
1996, the moratorium on axle weight limit 
enforcement was lifted, requiring gravel 
haulers to respect regulated axle weight 
limits. As well, amendments to Regulation 
597 were introduced that reduce the allow- 
able gross weights for vehicles transport- 
ing sand, gravel, crushed or uncut rock, 
asphalt, slag or rubble. 


In 1996, officials undertook 380 facility audits 
and 33,721 vehicle inspections. Ministry offi- 
cials sent out approximately 2,200 warning 
letters, conducted 100 interviews and initiated 


50 show cause hearings. Results indicate 
that of all operators receiving a warning letter, 
95% did not require an interview; as well 50% 
of operators did not require any further action. 


Québec 

In 1996, the Société de l'Assurance Auto- 
mobile du Québec officials responsible for 
monitoring enforcement of the Québec 
Highway Safety Code standards issued 2,869 
statements of offence to drivers and 674 
statements of offence to carriers for hours of 
driving and hours of service. As for the sec- 
tions of the Highway Safety Code governing 
vehicle maintenance (safety check and 
mandatory mechanical inspection), 1,069 
statements of offence were issued to drivers . 
and 2,558 to carriers by the Société’s high- 
way controllers and facility inspectors. 


Under the quality control program, 1,367 
vehicles were inspected, and 95 vehicles 
exhibited major defects. In total, the mechan- 
ical inspection staff performed 20,107 on-road 
inspections and detected major defects in 
2,213 vehicles. 


New Brunswick 

In New Brunswick, enforcement is carried 
out by 80 NSC officers including 8 officers 
dedicated to mobile enforcement teams. 
These teams conduct CVSA level 1, 2, and 
3 commercial vehicle safety inspections at 
fixed sites and during mobile operations. As 
part of their regular duties, additional enforce- 
ment can also be carried out by the RCMP. 
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Nova Scotia 

The National Safety Code is enforced in 
Nova Scotia by 42 Vehicle Compliance 
Officers. These personnel are assigned to 
various areas of the province. Working in 
teams, road checks are conducted at vary- 
ing locations and times to ensure province- 
wide coverage. 


In 1996, 2,875 Level 1 CVSA checks were 
conducted with 55% of the commercial vehi- 
cles meeting the defined standard. In 1997, 
a carrier profile system will be initiated and a 
position created to administer the overall 
NSC program. 


Prince Edward Island 

Enforcement consists of highway patrols, 
roadside checkpoints, and random checks of 
commercial vehicles passing through fixed 
highway scales. Highway Safety officers 
conduct commercial vehicle stop checks as 
well as CVSA inspections. The weigh scale 
staff also conduct CVSA walk-around inspec- 
tions on a regular basis in addition to weighing 
vehicles and enforcing other NSC standards. 


Newfoundland 
Newfoundland’s Highway Enforcement 
Officers and Weigh Scale Inspectors are 
_ responsible for enforcing the Highway Traffic 
Act and its regulations, which includes the 
National Safety Code Standards. Weigh 
Scale Inspectors are not Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance (CVSA) certified but they do 
inspect for compliance with the Hours of 
Service Regulations, Daily Trip Inspection 
Reports and Security of Loads Standards 
along with valid driver licences and registra- 


tion certificates. 


Inspections are conducted regularly at road- 
side and at times are done jointly by mem- 
bers of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
and the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary. 
In 1996, a full time auditor was appointed and 
a facility audit program became operational. 


In 1996, over 3,000 inspections were con- 
ducted, over 4,000 defects were recorded, 
approximately 400 vehicles were placed out 
of service, and 117 prosecution tickets were 
issued. Included in this total were 58 hours 
of service inspections, 62 driver inspections 
and 49 load securement inspections. 


Yukon Territory 

In 1995, on-road enforcement included 
1 mobile enforcement officer, 2 mobile safety 
officers, 1 dangerous goods inspector, 1 NSC 
inspector and 19 weigh station personnel. 
The CVSA on-road inspections were under- 
taken by the NSC inspector, and 19 weigh 
station personnel. 


The NSC inspector performed 3 facility 
audits. Moreover, 127 CVSA inspections were 
carried out; 43 vehicles were placed on 
restricted status, and another 17 vehicles 
were placed out of service. A total of 55,275 
vehicles were weighed, resulting in 73 over- 
weight penalties being issued. 


Northwest Territories 
Enforcement comprises vehicle checks con- 
ducted at weigh scale locations, roadside 
inspections and facility audits by 18 commer- 
cial vehicle enforcement officers. Facility 
audits were carried out at 90 of the 360 NSC 
carriers registered in the NWT. 
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CVSA On-Road 
Inspections 


As indicated previously, CVSA inspections 
are carried out by provincial and territorial 
officials throughout the year at weigh scales, 
at roadside checks or during facility audits. 


inspection program, undertaken by each 
member jurisdiction of the Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance (CVSA) over a 72-hour 
period. Heavy trucks were selected randomly 
at each location for inspection according to 
the procedures developed by the CVSA. 
Brakes, steering, wheels, tires, frames and 


the manner in which loads were secured are 
The following table summarizes the results 


of “Road Check ’96”, an annual safety 


among the many items inspected during this 
safety initiative. 


Road Check 1996 , 
\ figure 4 


No. of 
oa Vehicles No. of % of oe No. ee ere % a aba 
Jurisdiction Inspected Trucks oos 


British Columbia 1,090 . 28% 2.7% 


2 CE EE 


Saskatchewan 26% 0.3% 


SE M 
‘Ontario 2,912 1,139 39% 1.2% 

2 EE EE ET 
New Brunswick 36% 1.8% 

ES NE D 
Prince Edward Island 19% 4.3% 

D NE EN NE ES 
Yukon 25% 8.3% 

EE SC = 
Canada Total 6,178 2,014 33% 1.5% 
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Staffing 


The following table summarizes the number 
of personnel involved in the enforcement by 
provincial/territorial ministry officials and 
police forces as well as personnel involved in 
the administration of the various NSC stan- 
dards. 


Enforcement Staff ; 


\ figure 5 


Transportation 
Department Police Officers NSC Staff 


Jurisdiction 


British Columbia 5,505 
LE RD 
Saskatchewan 
PE 
Ontario 22,300 


GR PDT NS 


New Brunswick 


Nova Scotia EE 


Prince Edward Island 


Yukon 


Fifth Annual Report to Parliament 


PART 2: COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE COLLISION 
STATISTICS 


Introduction 


Over the past 25 years, Canada’s highway 
system has emerged as the dominant mode 
for both personal mobility and for movement 
of freight. In 1995 there were approximately 
19 million licenced drivers and 17 million regis- 
tered vehicles. Nonetheless, while the num- 
bers of drivers and vehicles have more than 
doubled since 1970, the safety of the system 
has been steadily improving, with traffic deaths 
having decreased by more than 34% over this 
same period. 


As illustrated in Figure 6, the number of 
fatalities per 10,000 registered vehicles 
dropped from 6.0 in 1970 to 1.8 in 1995. 


Fatalities per 1 0,000 
Registered Vehicles 


When measured against the accident expe- 
rience of the member countries of OECD 
where data were available and countries are 
comparable, Canada’s safety record in 1995 
ranked 7th. 


In 1995 motor vehicle collisions claimed the 
lives of 3,347 people, compared to 107, 39, 
and 124 in the air, marine and rail modes 
respectively. Road collisions were responsi- 
ble for 20,000 serious injuries and 220,000 
minor injuries. 


Of the 1.2 million vehicles involved in 661,000 
casualty and property damage collisions: 


+ 4,660 vehicles were involved in fatal 
collisions; 

e 299,172 vehicles were involved in 
personal injury collisions; and 

e 890,757 vehicles were involved in 
property damage collisions. 


\ figure 6 


1975 


1980 


Year 
mmm OFCD Median = "== Canada 


1985 


1990 


1995 


= ee USA 
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Collisions Involving 
Commercial Vehicles — 
Overview 

The commercial vehicle! fleet in Canada has 
been estimated to include about 700,000 vehi- 
cles, or 4% of the total number of registered 
vehicles. While an accurate profile of the use 
of these vehicles is not readily available, it is 
estimated that about 100,000 are operated by 
for-hire carriers, and 300,000 are used by 


private trucking fleets. The remaining 300,000 
commercial vehicles are operated by other 
individuals or organizations such as farmers, 
governments and small businesses. 


While the number of commercial vehicles has 
been steadily increasing over the past ten 
years, their involvement in traffic collisions, as 
a percentage of all collisions, has remained 
relatively stable since the mid 1980's. 


Commercial Vehicle Involvement 


in Traffic Collisions 


\ figure 7 


waa Fatal 


= = Personal Injury 


Year 
- — — Property Damage 


In 1995, commercial vehicles were involved in 
54,288 reportable traffic collisions, or 4.5% 
of the 1.2 million collisions recorded. Com- 
mercial vehicles were involved in 537 fatal 


collisions, or 11.5% of all fatal collisions in 
1995. As depicted in Figure 7, these rates 
have remained relatively constant over the 
past ten years. 


1 For the purposes of this report, commercial vehicles include buses, trucks over 4,538 kg GVW and tractor-trailer combinations. 
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Commercial Vehicle Involvement in 
Traffic Collisions (1995) 


. figure 8 


mn, Involving 
72. Commercial Vehicles 5% 


Not Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 95% 


Commercial Vehicle Involvement in 
Fatal Traffic Collisions (1995) 


\ figure 9 


Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 12% 


Not Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 88% 


The involvement in traffic collisions by type 
of commercial vehicle is depicted in Figure 10, 
based on data collected for 1995. 


Commercial Vehicle Types Involved 
in Traffic Collisions (1995) 


\ figure 10 


All Traffic Collisions Fatal Traffic Collisions 


w) = 


Buses 15% 


Tractor-Trailers 


Tractor-Trailers 
38% 


64% 


Trucks 47% 
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Collision Experience by 
Vehicle Type 


Vehicles Involved in 

Reportable Traffic Collisions 
Table 1 provides a summary of all reportable 
traffic collisions for the period 1991 to 1995. 


Through this period an annual average of 
55,000 commercial vehicles and 1.18 million 
other vehicles were involved in traffic colli- 
sions on public roads. These results show a 
marked improvement over the previous five 
year period where commercial vehicles aver- 
aged 59,000 collisions per year, and other 
vehicles averaged 1.26 million. 


These results also show that, overall, the total 
number of vehicles involved in reportable 
collisions declined 6.2% from 1991 to 1995. 
It is noteworthy that, while the annual average 
number of commercial vehicles involved in 
collisions also dropped, the 1995 result was 
only 2.7% less than in 1991. 


Buses 

Over the period 1991 to 1995, buses 
accounted for an average of 8% of fatal 
collisions, 19% of injury producing collisions 


‘and 15% of property damage collisions. 


These figures have remained relatively 
unchanged over the past ten years. 


Straight Trucks 

Straight trucks were most often involved in 
injury producing and property damage colli- 
sions averaging 45% and 49%, respectively 
over the period. These results represent 
decreases of 1 percentage point for personal 
injury collisions and 2 percentage points for 
property damage collisions from the previous 
five years. Straight trucks accounted for an 
average of 34% of fatal commercial vehicle 
collisions during the 1991-1995 period, 
down one percentage point from the previous 
five years. 


Tractor-Trailers 

Within the commercial vehicle fleet, tractor- 
trailers were involved in the highest percent- 
age of fatal collisions. Nonetheless, while 
tractor-trailers accounted for 64% of fatal 
commercial vehicle collisions from 1991 to 
1995, this represents a decrease of 2 per- 
centage points over the previous five years. 
Tractor-trailers were involved in about 36% of 
both personal injury crashes and property 
damage collisions involving commercial vehi- 
cles during the period (an increase of 2 per- 
centage points from the previous five years). 
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Vehicles Involved in Reportable 


Traffic Collisions À 


table 1 


Collision Vehi T [Rare Rhone CI VONS 0 eae 
Severity an aa ee 
Buses 


Straight Trucks ee Ce CE MEN MT 


Tractor-Trailers 


Total Commercial 
Vehicles 


Non-Commercial 
Vehicles Involved 
with NSC Vehicles 


542 507 597 574 531 
Vehicles Involved 
in Collisions with 
Commercial Vehicles 1,188 1,068 


Total All Other 
Vehicles Involved 4,025 3,862 3,940 3,591 3,592 


Total — All Vehicles GR 
Involved 4,394 4,660 


Personal Buses 2,126 2,065 2,034 2,155 2,044 


injury Straight Trucks | 5,094 | 4,814 4,795 2,861 | 4,602 | 


Tractor-Trailers 3,718 3,556 3,729 4,191 3,931 


| Total Commercial 
Vehicles 10,938 11,207 10,577 


Non-Commercial 
Vehicles Involved 
with NSC Vehicles 10,191 9,915 9,835 10,323 9,891 


Vehicles Involved 
in Collisions with 
Commercial Vehicles 20,468 


Total All Other 
Vehicles Involved 286,697 287,872 285,792 283,528 278,704 


Total — All Vehicles i OR 
Involved 307,826 306,185 305,058 299,172 


Property Buses 7,036 6,591 6,132 6,470 5,982 


Damage | Straight Trucks 22397 | 22336 | 20658 | 21669 | 20582. 


Tractor-Trailers 14,824 14,598 14,750 17,069 16,610 


Total Commercial 
Vehicles 44,257 45,208 43,174 


Non-Commercial 
Vehicles Involved 
with NSC Vehicles 35,755 35,398 33,571 36,366 34,055 


Vehicles Involved 
in Collisions with 
Commercial Vehicles 80,012 78,923 75,111 77,229 


Total All Other 
Vehicles Involved 878,615 853,929 836,525 834,435 813,528 


Total — All Vehicles Deane i Sad En Seta a 
Involved 958,627 911,636 | 916,009 | 890,757, 
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«table 1 cont'd 


Collision 


Severity vehicle pe [toon] 992 Lors [1904 Lis à 


Buses 9,224 8,702 8,203 8,668 8,057 


Straight Trucks 27,692 27,334 | 25,665 | 26,727 | 25,346 


Tractor-Trailers 18,872 18,449 18,821 21,588 20,885 


Total Commercial 
Vehicles 55,788 54,485 52,689 56,983 54,288 


Non-Commercial 
Vehicles Involved 
with NSC Vehicles 46,488 45,820 44,003 47,263 44,477 


Vehicles Involved 
in Collisions with 
Commercial Vehicles 96,692 104,246 98,765 


Total All Other 


Vehicles Involved 1,169,337 1,145,663 1,126,257 1,121,554 1,095,824 
Total — All Vehicles 
reed | nar RE ES EE 
Commercial Vehicles As shown in Table 2, tractor-trailers had the 
Involved in Sin gle highest involvement in single vehicle crashes, 
Vehicle Crashes accounting for 49% of fatal crashes, 40% of 


On average, 17% of collisions involving com- personal injury crashes and 52% of property 


mercial vehicles were single vehicle crashes. damage crashes. 


Commercial Vehicles Involved in 


Single Vehicle Crashes : 


. table 2 


allions ER SRE EE eee EEE 
Severity MER ee 
Buses 


Straight Trucks mu en RETIRE 


MAO RES 


Vehicles 


Personal Buses 


Fu Straight Trucks CE D TN TN 


Tractor-Trailers 


Anal IE Sas EPS 
Vehicles 1,886 1,877 


Property Buses 


Et EE RE RE ET ET 
Tractor: raies 3,772 3,658 3,662 4,038 4,064 
ER EPS EP EPS EPS ETS 
Vehicles 
Buses 


EE [AAT 4,038 BEEN RES 


Tractor-Trailers 4,585 4,424 4,459 4,903 4,875 


Total Commercial 
Vehicles 9,484 9,485 
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Although figures on the total number of vehi- 
cles involved in single vehicle crashes are not 
included in the above table, they were used 
to determine the distribution of commercial 
vehicles involved in single vehicle crashes 


as a percent of all one-vehicle collisions 
(Figure 11). It is noteworthy that commercial 
vehicles accounted for 5.4% of fatal single 
vehicle crashes in 1995, down significantly 
from 7.2% reported in 1991. 


Single Commercial Vehicle Crashes 


as % of All Single Vehicle Crashes’ , 


\ figure 11 


Percent 


sms Fatal 


Condition of Commercial 
Vehicles Involved in 
Reportable Traffic 

Collisions 

Table 3 provides a summary of the condition 
of commercial vehicles involved in reportable 
traffic collisions over the period 1991-95. 


ax mu Personal Injury 


- — — Property Damage 


While the nature and number of defects has 
remained relatively stable over the five year 
period, it is noteworthy that less than 3% of col- 
lisions involved vehicles with known defects. 


While the single biggest defect category is 
“other/unknown’, the most commonly identi- 
fied specific defects included defective brakes 
(most frequently reported problem for all colli- 
sion severity categories) and defective tires. 
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Condition of Commercial Vehicles 


Involved in Reportable Traffic Collisions? , 


. table 3 


Collision 
Severity 


Vehicle Condition 


Fatal No Apparent Defect 437 365 402 404 386 


Defective Brakes a uma sai Si: 


Defective Lighting 
(Headlights/Taillights) 


Defective Wheels/ 
Suspension 


Defective Tires 


Total — Ail Vehicles 
Invoived 4 


Personal No Apparent Defect 8,038 7,621 7,667 8,246 7,767 


Injury Defective Brakes eee 


Defective Lighting 
(Headlights/Taillights) 


Defective Wheels/ 
Suspension 


Defective Tires 


Total — All vehicles 
involved 8,473 8,006 


Property 
Damage 


Defective Lighting 
31 40 42 39 
a ee 
Defective Tires à 


No ARRETE Defect 27,936 28,091 25,892 28,017 26,870 
(Headlights/Taillights) 
Other/Unknown a 


l Defective Brakes | 227 [170 | 170 | 156 | ‘4 
47 
Defective Wheels/ 
Suspension 
Total — Ali Vehicles 
Involved 28, 813 


Total No Apparent Defect 36,411 36,077 33,961 36,667 35,023 
Vehicles 
Involved | Defective Brakes | Brakes Lame 33550 MO767 | es naa 


Defective Lighting 
(Headlights/Taillights) 


Defective Wheels/ 
Suspension 


Defective Tires 


Total — All Vehicles 


Involved 
Over the longer term, there is growing evidence defects has dropped in all three categories of 
of steady improvements in the mechanical collision severity over the past 10 years. Of par- 
condition of commercial vehicles. As illustrated ticular interest is the significant decline in 
in Figure 12, the percentage of collisions fatal collisions involving vehicles with known 
involving commercial vehicles with known defects (from over 6% in 1985 to 3% in 1995). 


2 Excluding Québec (Information is not available). 
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Commercial Vehicles with Defects 
Involved in Traffic Collisions? 


\ figure 12 


Percent 


.0 | 
1985 1986 1987 ee 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 


Year 
=“ Fatal == == Personal Injury — — — Property Damage 


Collision Experience by 
Driver Condition and 
Action 


Commercial Vehicle Driver 
Condition in Reportable 
Traffic Collisions 

Table 4 provides a summary of the reported 
condition of commercial vehicle drivers 
involved in reportable traffic collisions 
during the period 1991-95. 


3 Excluding Québec (Information is not available). 
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Commercial Vehicle Driver Condition in 


Reportable Traffic Collisions# , 
& table 4 


mél ee ee SS mer 


Apparently Normal 409 348 389 379 365 


inattentiontnexpérence | vst |. 13 | 19 | 25 | 0 | 


Fatigue/Fell Asleep 2 


5 4 9 3 

Medical/Physical 

Disability 
Drinking/Impaired 7 11 7 8 7 


Total 


Personal Apparently Normal 7,589 7,121 7,154 7,701 7,226 


injury inattention/inexperience[ 526 | 54 | cos | 52 | 5 


Fatigue/Fell Asleep 


61 69 74 65 62 
Medical/Physical 
Disability 17 
130 122 91 95 110 


Drinking/Impaired 


Cru | 6:24 [768 | 7.9 | 2.473 | son 


Property Apparently Normal 26,587 26,644 24,595 26,713 25,552 


Fatigue/Fell Asleep 69 82 80 94 77 
Medical/Physical 
Disability 

160 222 197 168 171 


Drinking/Impaired 
Trot! | 28793 | 20813 | 26574 | 2711 | 27.547 


Total Apparently Normal 34,585 34,113 32,138 34,793 33,143 


AE Ninattentionfinexperience| 2.511 | 2,398 0) 02.312 | 2329 | 2:32 | 
Involved Inattention/Inexperience 


Fatigue/Fell Asleep 


132 156 158 168 142 
Medical/Physical 
Disability 27 

297 355 295 271 288 


Drinking/impaired 


It is noteworthy that, throughout the period, the e 5.2% of drivers involved in fatal collisions; 
driver condition was reported as “Apparently © 7.1% of drivers involved in personal injury 
normal” in approximately 92% of all collisions. collisions; and 


° 6.3% of drivers involved in property 
In all three collision severity categories the damage collisions. 
most commonly cited driver related factor | 
was “Inattention or Inexperience”, arising in: 


4 Excluding Québec (Information is not available). 
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Percent 


These figures represent slight increases over 
the results from the previous five years. 


The incidence of commercial driver condition 
being identified as “Drinking or Impaired” 
occurred in less than 1% of collisions, essen- 
tially unchanged from the previous five years. 


Traffic Collisions Where 


Figure 13 shows that among commercial 
drivers involved in fatal crashes, the incidence 
of drivers being reported as other than 
“Apparently Normal” fluctuated over the five 
year period. However, the five year annual 
average of 8.4%, represented a significant 
increase over the annual average of 7.5% 
experienced over the previous five years. 


Driver Condition Was Other 


Than “Apparently Normal” , 


\ figure 13 


1992 


YEAR 
\ = Fatal == == Personal Injury ~ — — Property Damage ) 


1993 
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Commercial Vehicle 
Driver Action Prior to 
Reportable Traffic 
Collisions 


Table 5 provides a summary of the action or 
behaviour of commercial vehicle drivers 
prior to reportable traffic collisions for the 
period 1991-95. 


It is noteworthy that commercial drivers were 
reported to be “Driving Properly” in over 70% 
of reported collisions. However, in the 
remaining 30% of collisions where driver 
action is cited as being a potential contribu- 
tor to the collision, a range of violations/ 
actions have been cited (Figure 14). 


Commercial Vehicle Driver Action Prior to 
Reportable Traffic Collisions (1995) 


Other 
10% 
Lost Control 
9% 
Disobey Traffic | 
Control Device À J 
5% B % ts 


Fail to Yield 
Right of Way 
15% 


no 


ie 


n 


Pk at 


(Where Driver Action Was Other Than “Driving ope 


\ figure 14 


Following 
Too Closely 
17% 


_ LA 
12% 


Improper Lane 


Change 


17% 


In collisions involving fatalities, the most fre- 
quently reported infraction has consistently 
been “Speeding/Too fast for road conditions’, 
cited in between 5 and 10% of fatal collisions. 


Among commercial vehicle drivers involved 
in injury producing collisions, the three most 
frequently reported infractions were “Following 
too closely” averaging 7.5% for the period, 
“Speeding/Too fast for road conditions” at 
5.8%, and “Fail to yield right of way” at 5.1%. 
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Commercial Vehicle Driver Action Prior 


to Reportable Traffic Collisions* ; 


 . table 5 


Collision 


- Driver Action 
Severity 


Driving Properly 


SET EC EE EE LE 


Improper Turn 


Speeding/Too Fast 
for Road Conditions 
Improper Lane Change 


Fal to Yield Right of Way SNE EEE STOPES: 


Disobey Traffic 
Control Device 


Other Infractions 


CR 


Personal Driving Properly 5,725 5,406 5,362 5,803 5,498 


Injury Following Too Closely ue = ru ru BEL 


Improper Turn 


Speeding/Too Fast 
for Road Conditions 


Improper Lane Change 


Fail to Yield Right of Way LE MEET EEE us max 


Disobey Traffic 
Control Device 216 221 230 202 220 


Other Infractions 
8,324 7,884 7,949 8,473 


Property Driving Properly 21,209 21,147 18,687 20,417 19,573 


Damage Following Too Closely | 1,002 | 1098 | 1,194 | 1218 | 1.208 | 


Improper Turn 1,368 1,326 1,316 1,315 1,381 


Speeding/Too Fast 
for Road Conditions 
Improper Lane Change 1,432 1,382 1,521 1,600 1,566 


Fail to Yield Right of Way 1,117 1,047 1,088 | 1,162 | 1,123 | 


Disobey Traffic 
Control Device 290 302 311 325 


Other Infractions 1,029 1,032 


ake ess, DY 


5 Excluding Québec (Information is not available). 
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table 5 cont'd 


Collision 
Severity 


Driver Action 


Total Driving Properly 27,291 26,844 24,387 26,563 25,386 
rivers) [Following Too Closely | 1623 | 1657 | 1245 | 1554 [1,792 


Improper Turn: 1,563 1,499 1,476 1,496 1,550 
EE PS PS EP EP EC 
for Road Conditions 1,275 
Improper Lane Change 1,699 1,664 + 1,797 1,903 1,842 
Pasa | 1435] 4511 [1626 | 156 
Disobey Traffic 


Control Device 


Lost Control | 1005 ET EN EN 


Other Infractions 1,055 1,123 1,021 


CORRE ETS EXTN ET ECS ETY 


Collision Victim 
Information 


Casualties in Traffic 
Collisions 

Table 6 provides a summary of the casual- 
ties associated with traffic collisions over the 
period 1991-95. 
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Casualties in Traffic 


Collisions , 


\ table 6 
Collision : (PTT ENT Es RE Tone | REX 
Severity WehicleType [ss Done [993 Dis Lu 


Injured Buses 1,591 1,365 1,502 1,686 1,485 


Straight Trucks [1630 | 1,649 | 1666 | 162 | 1567 


Tractor-Trailers 1,330 1,230 1,318 1,404 1,394 


Commercial Vehicle 
Occupants — Total 4,486 4,718 4,446 


Occupants of Other 
Vehicles Involved with 
Commercial Vehicles 10,209 9,896 9,820 10,422 10,011 


| Pedestrians | coo | cos | 6: | ss | 5 


Total Victims of 
Collisions Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 15,560 14,746 14,943 15,778 15,053 


Victims of All Other 
Collisions 229,289 226, 747 
Total — Injured | 249,185 | | 249,821 | 247, 582 


Buses 


Straight Trucks ace ai + ET aD 


Tractor-Trailers 


Commercial Vehicle 
Occupants — Total 


Occupants of Other 
Vehicles Involved with 
Commercial Vehicles 


514 458 507 496 483 
[pedestrians | 77 | sa | ca | 59) 500 


Total Victims of 
Collisions Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 


Victims of All Other 

Collisions 
_ Total — Killed — ah és ae 

Total Buses 1,595 1,370 1,522 1,696 1,491 


Vehicles [Straight Trucks | 1.858 | 1.677 | 1.699 | 1668 | 152 
oil Straight Trucks 1,858 1,677 1,668 


Tractor-Trailers 1,369 1,272 1,362 1,438 1,432 


Commercial Vehicle 
Occupants — Total 4,802 


Occupants of Other 
Vehicles Involved with 
Commercial Vehicles 10,723 10,354 10,327 10,918 10,494 


pedestrians [67 | col 711 s7 | 


Total Victims of 
Collisions Involving 
Commercial Vehicles 16,222 15,333 15,611 16,417 15,655 


Victims of All Other 
Collisions 237,989 
Total — Casualties © ane 876 FESSES 248, 330 | 245,147 à 


Commercial Vehicle Safety in Canada 


rh CS he ea Sc 


As indicated in earlier sections, over the five 
year period there was a decline in the number 
of road users killed and injured from 253,000 
in 1991 to 245,000 in 1995. Overall, the total 
number of persons killed in collisions involving 
commercial vehicles decreased 9.1% from 
1991 to 1995. 


Although not displayed in the table above, it 
is noteworthy that during the 1991 to 1995 
period, an average (annual) of 377 road users 
were killed in collisions involving tractor-trailers 
and 218 in crashes involving straight trucks. 
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